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PART III  

 
THE ROCKLIFF FAMILY  

NEW SOUTH WALES, AUSTRALIA 1878 

 
Researched and written by Sue Larkey 
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The Rockliff Family  

  

Margaret, Jane, Janet, William, Agnes, Elizabeth 

(sitting centre front) Roger Rockliff & Margaret (Montgomery)Rockliff 
(Photo courtesy of Sue Larkey) 
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William Rockliff  was born in 

1824, in Sydney New South Wales, 

son of Corporal William Rockliff  of 

the 40th (2nd Somerset) Regiment of 

Foot and Margaret MacDonal d 

daughter of Daniel McDonald and 

Jane MacPhee of Glasgow. Scotland.  

William was English and had met 

and married his future wife in 

Glasgow in 1818 while on 

manoeuvres.   

 

About 1824 Corporal William 

Rockliff was posted to the new 

Australian Colony guardi ng convicts 

and protecting new settlers. He and 

Margaret had been lucky enough to 

be one of only six married couples 

allowed to sail  on the Sir Godfrey 

Webster to New South Wales, but it 

came with a cost.  They had to leave 

behind their first born daughter Jane 

with MargareÛɀÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ

better option financially as Margaret, 

if she stayed behind would have to 

fend for herself, not knowing when 

or if her husband would return.  

 

In 1830 the Regiment moved to 

Poonah, India and in 1838, because 


