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PART  VI  

 

 

JUST A  

Ɂ6EEɂ BIT OF TALENT  

  

Mary Kendrick at work in her studio 

Phyllis Taylor Sparks on Harp 
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ARTISTIC TALENT  

Mary Kendrick  

Ruth Taylor Battersby    

"The Old Hot Rod" by Ruth Taylor Battersby 

ɂSpectacular Shoẃ by Mary Kendrick 
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Mary Kendrick  
Ɂ,ÈÙàȮɯÓÐÒÌɯÏÌÙɯ ÙÛȱȭɯ(ÚɯÛÐÔÌÓÌÚÚȵɂ 

 
Mary Mitchell  was born May 3, 1928 in Woodslee.  She moved to Essex in 1943 at 

the age of 15.  2ÏÌɯÈ××ÙÌÕÛÐÊÌËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÙÌÌɯàÌÈÙÚɯÈÛɯ!ÖÉɯ'ÌÕËÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯ'ÈÐÙËÙÌÚÚÐÕÎ 

Salon located south of the main intersection, approximately where the dollar 

store and old I.G.A. store is today.  

  

Mary remembers many a time using the huge electric perm machine with the 

electrical cords with heating cl amps attached to the metal curling rods, which 

ÞÌÙÌɯÙÖÓÓÌËɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯÏÈÐÙɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÜÚÛÖÔÌÙɀÚɯÏÌÈËȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÏÌɯÉÐÎɯÏÈÐÙɯ

dryers that completely fit over the head as well.   An array of metal curlers, end 

papers, combs, brushes, shampoo, etc., a sink, two booths and three chairs were 

also in the salon.  She can remember during the slow times, Bob would retreat to 

his warehouse behind the salon to work on his boat!  Bob also loved to listen to 

Arthur Godfrey on the radio during the day too.   Mary rememb ers that it was 

ÕÖÛɯÓÖÕÎɯÐÕÛÖɯÏÌÙɯÈ××ÙÌÕÛÐÊÌÚÏÐ×ɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯȿÊÖÓËɯÞÈÝÌɀɯ×ÌÙÔɯÞÈÚɯÐÕÛÙÖËÜÊÌËɯ

eliminating the old electric perm machine, which was a welcomed pleasure for 

the beauty operator who endured burns to the fingers and sometimes the 

customer would als o receive a slight burn in the perm process too! Once the cold 

wave perm was introduced, the metal curlers were replaced with plastic.    It was 

common practice for the girls from Thomas Grocery Store on one side of 

'ÌÕËÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯÈÕËɯ$ÚÚÌßɯ'àËÙÖɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯto wave a friendly hello on their way 

to work each morning.  (Sharon Mulcaster ɬ Essex Free Press, Old Time Corner).   At 

ÈÎÌɯƕƜɯ,ÈÙàɯÞÈÚɯÊÙÖÞÕÌËɯɁ,ÐÚÚɯ$ÚÚÌßɂɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƘƚɯ$ÚÚÌßɯ%ÈÐÙȭɯɯ3ÞÖɯàÌÈÙÚɯÓÈÛÌÙɯ

she married James Kendrick and they had three children ɬ Linda, Danny & Brad.  

 
 

,ÈÙàɯ,ÐÛÊÏÌÓÓɯÊÙÖÞÕÌËɯɆ,ÐÚÚɯ$ÚÚÌßɆɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƘƚɯ$ÚÚÌßɯ%ÈÐÙȭɯɁƕƜɯ

àÌÈÙɯÖÓËɯÏÈÐÙËÙÌÚÚÌÙɯÐÕɯ$ÚÚÌßɂȹÓÌÍÛȺɯ6ÌËËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ)ÈÔÌÚɯ*ÌÕËÙÐÊÒɯÈÕËɯ

Mary Mitchell in 1948.(right) 
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Ɂ,ÈÙàɯ*ÌÕËÙÐÊÒȮɯ Õɯ ÙÛÐÚÛɯÖÍɯ ÓÓɯ2ÌÈÚÖÕÚɂ 

,ÈÙàɯ*ÌÕËÙÐÊÒɯÐÚɯÙÌÊÖÎÕÐáÌËɯÈÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯ2ÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯ.ÕÛÈÙÐÖɀÚɯÍÖÙÌÔÖÚÛɯÍÓÖÙÈÓɯ

and landscape artists.  Painting on location, in her garden or down a quiet 

country road, her canvasses come alive with vivid colours and delicate 

pastels revealing her unique palette knife style.   Flowers and landscapes 

are her favourite subjects. 

Mary began studying art as a hobby after her children grew up, which 

left her more time to develop her talent.   As her interest in painting 

developed, she sought to improve her skills by tak ing painting lessons 

from many prominent Ontario artists, the most influential being Edwin 

Matthews of Gallery on the Lake in Buckhorn, Ontario.  

 With sketchbook and camera in hand, she has recorded the beauty of the 

Muskoka, Haliburton and Algonquin areas .  Her unique palette knife 

ÚÛàÓÌɯÔÈÒÌÚɯÏÌÙɯÊÈÕÝÈÚÚÌÚɯÊÖÔÌɯÈÓÐÝÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÝÐÝÐËɯÊÖÓÖÜÙÚɯÖÍɯÍÈÓÓɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ,ÜÚÒÖÒÈɀÚȰɯÛÏÌɯÍÙÌÚÏɯÎÙÌÌÕÚɯÖÍɯ2×ÙÐÕÎȰɯÞÈÙÔɯÚÜÔÔÌÙ days on 

the banks of the Oxtongue River; and cold crisp winter mornings. Her work uncovers her keen pe rception of colour value which has put 

her paintings in homes, offices and galleries  throughout Canada, United States and Europe.  ,ÈÙàɯÐÚɯÛÙÜÓàɯÈÕËɯɁ ÙÛÐÚÛɯÖÍɯÈÓÓɯ2ÌÈÚÖÕÚȭɂ 

"The Birches"  by Mary Kendrick Ɂ2ÖÍÛɯ/ÈÚÛÌÓÚɂɯby Mary Kendrick 

Mary at Art in the Park, Willistead, Windsor 


